CHAPTER    XIV

The (general Military ^Academy
A DECREE OF THE DICTATORSHIP RESTORED THE GENERAL
Military Academy renowned in military history, in
which the cadets of the army were to enroll for two years
of preparatory studies before entering the special military
academies, such as those for infantry, cavalry, artillery,
engineering, and commissariat. The purpose was to create
a real intimate solidarity among all the branches of the army.
Franco was named Director of the Academy, but not
without resistance, considering the fact that there were other
names more prominent than his to choose from for the
position. Franco was the youngest general in Spain and in
all Europe.
When Franco arrived at Zaragoza, he immediately real-
ized that he had to found the Academy whose direction had
been entrusted to him. Everything was yet to be done, from
the setting up of buildings in which to lodge the cadets,
to the drawing up of entrance examinations. The Academy,
at the beginning of the year 1928, was only on paper, a
decree published in the Gactta. But Franco, from the
moment of his appointment, prepared himself for the post
to which he had been entrusted. He studied, he took the
advice of technical experts, and later he was to visit the
military schools of Berlin and Dresden to copy from them
that which they offered which was most exemplary and
modern.
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